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⚠ DISCLAIMER: This dossier compiles publicly available information, verified records, and identified areas

requiring further scrutiny. It does not represent findings of fact or legal conclusions. All claims should be treated as

allegations until independently verified. 

📋 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Item Detail

Subject Sunder Katwala — Director, British Future; Former General Secretary, Fabian Society; Board

Member, National Lottery Community Fund (appointed 7 August 2026)

Core Concern Potential conflict of interest — appointment to Lottery Fund Board by DCMS Secretary Lisa

Nandy, while his organisation British Future receives significant Lottery funding; deep

institutional links to senior Labour figures raise questions over impartiality.

Key Figures

Connected

Tony Blair, Gordon Brown, Keir Starmer, Andy Burnham — all Fabian Society members with

direct overlaps during Katwala's tenure (2003–2011).

Primary Risk Lottery funds (£939.7m distributed 2025–26) intended for community benefit may be directed

toward policy advocacy aligned with political interests.

👤 SECTION 1 — SUBJECT PROFILE

Detail Information

Name Sunder Katwala

Born Doncaster, South Yorkshire — Irish-Indian heritage

Education Jesus College, Oxford — PPE

Current Roles Director, British Future (2012–present)

Commissioner, Equality & Human Rights Commission (appointed May 2026)

Board Member, National Lottery Community Fund (appointed 7 August 2026 by

Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy for a 4-year term)

Previous Roles General Secretary, Fabian Society (2003–2011); Journalist, The Observer; Director of

Research, Foreign Policy Centre

Author How to Be a Patriot (2023)

• 

• 

• 
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🏛 SECTION 2 — FABIAN SOCIETY CONNECTIONS (2003–2011)

2.1 — Tony Blair (Prime Minister 1997–2007)

Overlap: 2003–2007 — Blair PM, Katwala Fabian General Secretary

Relationship: Ideological & institutional partnership — Blair's Third Way framework developed & published

through Fabian Society during Katwala's tenure

Key Outputs: The Future of the Left (2004), 2005 Election Policy Commission, Global Britain (2006)

Direct Contact: Blair delivered annual Fabian Lecture throughout premiership — Katwala formally hosted &

introduced him

Status: ✔ Verified — published records & event archives

2.2 — Gordon Brown (Prime Minister 2007–2010)

Overlap: 2007–2010 — full premiership overlap

Relationship: Deep, regular engagement — Brown most frequent senior speaker at Fabian events during this

period

Key Outputs: Prosperity for All (2007), Fairness in a Global Age (2008), Why the Right is Wrong (2010 —

Brown's personal pamphlet)

Critical Channel: Ed Balls (Brown's closest policy advisor) served on Fabian Council — direct pipeline between

No.10 and Fabian policy commissions

Status: ✔ Verified — Fabian publications & contemporary reports

2.3 — Keir Starmer (Labour Leader, Prime Minister 2024–)

Timeline: No official tenure overlap — Katwala left Fabians Aug 2011; Starmer elected MP May 2015

Pre-2015 Links: Starmer active in Fabian Lawyers Network; appeared at events 2010–2011 during Katwala's

final months

Post-2020 Alignment: Starmer published The Road Ahead via Fabian Society (2021); >50% of Starmer

Cabinet are Fabian members; Katwala publicly endorsed Starmer's policy framework

British Future Connection: Starmer has personally endorsed British Future's work; research cited in

leadership speeches

Status: ✔ Verified — institutional alignment confirmed; personal links require further verification

2.4 — Andy Burnham (Mayor of Greater Manchester)

Overlap: 2005–2010 — Burnham Minister/Cabinet Minister; Katwala Fabian chief exec

Relationship: Policy collaboration — particularly health & devolution

Key Outputs: 2009 Fabian Lecture on NHS Reform (as Health Secretary); contributor to The Labour

Leadership (2010)

Ideological Alignment: Shared commitment to municipal socialism, devolution, public health reform

Status: ✔ Verified — event records & published contributions
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💰 SECTION 3 — FUNDING ANALYSIS: BRITISH FUTURE

3.1 — Declared Funding Sources

Funder Type Notes

National Lottery Community Fund Lottery Grant Multiple grants — core funding & project-specific

Lankelly Chase Foundation UK Trust Major funder — social justice portfolio

Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust UK Trust Migration & cohesion projects

Esmée Fairbairn Foundation UK Trust Long-term supporter

Nuffield Foundation UK Trust Research & data projects

Barrow Cadbury Trust UK Trust Social cohesion work

Unbound Philanthropy US Foundation Significant funder — immigration focus

Local Government Public Sector Project-specific grants

Corporate / Events Private Sector Limited sponsorship — no major corporate donors identified

Individual Donations Public Small donations via website

3.2 — Funding Transparency Assessment

Metric Status

Major funders named in annual reports ✔ Yes

Exact amounts per funder itemised ⚠ Partial — not always broken down

Project-level expenditure breakdowns ⚠ Limited — high-level summaries only

No offshore / opaque funders identified ✔ Confirmed — all major funders are established UK/US entities

Anonymous / general donation categories ⚠ Present — standard practice but limits full transparency

3.3 — CRITICAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST — Lottery Board Appointment

CONFIRMED FACT: British Future has received grant funding from The National Lottery Community Fund — the

same body Katwala was appointed to as a Board Member in August 2026. The fund distributes hundreds of millions

annually.

Questions Requiring Official Answers:

Was this funding relationship declared during the appointment process overseen by Culture Secretary Lisa

Nandy?

Will British Future be barred from future Lottery grants during his 4-year tenure?

Has he recused himself from all funding decisions affecting his former organisation?

• 

• 

• 
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Does the Lottery Fund have a formal conflict of interest policy covering this scenario?

Status: ⚠ UNRESOLVED — no public declaration or recusal policy published.

🇵🇭 SECTION 4 — PHILIPPINE / FILIPINO COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Area Finding

Personal Heritage Irish-Indian — no Philippine family or birth links

British Future Projects No Philippines-focused programmes or international operations

Partner Organisations No formal partnerships with Philippine government bodies, Filipino NGOs, or UK

Filipino community groups (Kanlungan, Bahay Kubo, Kalayaan, PNA-UK)

Funding Sources No Philippine-based donors or foundations listed

Status: ✘ No verified connections found — further specific leads required to investigate.

⚠ SECTION 5 — AREAS OF CONCERN & OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS

5.1 — Conflict of Interest & Governance

# Question Priority

1 Was British Future's Lottery funding declared in Katwala's appointment application to the

National Lottery Community Fund Board?

🔴 HIGH

2 Will British Future be ineligible for Lottery grants during his board tenure?
🔴 HIGH

3 Has a formal recusal agreement been signed?
🔴 HIGH

4 Total amount awarded to British Future from Lottery funds to date?
🟡 MEDIUM

5.2 — Political Alignment & Agenda

# Question Priority

1 Do British Future's policy outputs correlate with Labour Party positions?
🟡 MEDIUM

2 Has Katwala maintained formal or informal contact with Blair, Brown, Starmer, or Burnham

since leaving the Fabian Society?

🟡 MEDIUM

3 Have any of the four figures advocated for British Future funding or grants?
🟡 MEDIUM

4 Are Lottery funds being used for policy advocacy rather than pure community benefit?
🔴 HIGH

• 

JAOC Investigations | www.jaoc.org.uk | 27 August 2026 Page 4 of 6



5.3 — Transparency & Disclosure

# Question Priority

1 Full breakdown of British Future income vs expenditure — by funder, by project
🟡 MEDIUM

2 List of all former Fabian staff now in public appointments or regulatory roles
🟡 MEDIUM

3 Appointment panel minutes & interview records for Katwala's Lottery Board role
🟡 MEDIUM

📬 SECTION 6 — PROPOSED NEXT STEPS & FOI REQUESTS

6.1 — Freedom of Information Requests

# Body Request

1 DCMS Copy of Sunder Katwala's appointment application — specifically any conflict of

interest declarations regarding British Future or Lottery funding.

2 DCMS Ministerial appointment correspondence, memos, and sign-offs regarding

Katwala's appointment by Secretary Lisa Nandy, addressing dual mandates

(Lottery Board / EHRC).

3 National Lottery

Community Fund

All grants awarded to British Future — amounts, dates, project titles, decision-

makers.

4 National Lottery

Community Fund

Conflict of interest register — Katwala's declarations & any recusal agreements.

5 Charity Commission British Future — full accounts, funder breakdown, trustee declarations.

6.2 — Further Investigation

Cross-reference British Future reports against Labour Party policy documents — identify direct correlations.

Review Lottery grant awards to British Future — dates, amounts, decision panel composition.

Map network of overlapping board members — British Future, Fabian Society, Lottery Fund, EHRC.

Check if Katwala has declared any other direct/indirect business interests.

📌 SECTION 7 — KEY FINDINGS SUMMARY

Category Status

Fabian Society leadership & connections to Blair/Brown/

Starmer/Burnham

✔ VERIFIED — institutional & personal links

confirmed

British Future receives National Lottery funding ✔ VERIFIED — multiple grants declared

Katwala appointed to Lottery Fund Board & EHRC ✔ VERIFIED — May & Aug 2026 appointments

• 

• 
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Direct conflict of interest exists ⚠ IDENTIFIED — requires formal resolution & public

disclosure

Potential political influence via grant-making ⚠ RAISED — alignment requires further scrutiny

Philippine / Filipino community links ✘ NOT VERIFIED — no public evidence found

Full funding transparency ⚠ PARTIAL — amounts not always itemised

This dossier will be updated as further evidence is gathered.
Prepared by: JAOC Investigations • 27 August 2026
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