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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This dossier examines the commercial, legal, and political activities of Asif Aziz and his primary corporate vehicle,
Criterion Capital Limited. The assessment covers Aziz's early career, West African operations, offshore trust
architecture, UK property acquisition strategies, regulatory disputes, hospitality ventures, and political funding activities.
The document alleges systematic use of shell companies, tax mitigation schemes, and exploitation of planning
enforcement gaps.

Primary Subject Asif Aziz

Role Founder, Chief Executive Officer, Ultimate Beneficial Owner (UBO)

Key Corporate Vehicle Criterion Capital Limited

Family Operatives Omar Aziz (Deputy MD), Halima Aziz (Head of Hotels)

Offshore Domicile Douglas, Isle of Man

Primary UK Sector Commercial Real Estate (West End London)
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SECTION 1: DOMESTIC FORMATION & INITIAL CAPITAL WIPEOUT

Intelligence tracking reveals that Asif Aziz's early profile in the UK commercial property market was marked by significant
rule deviations and rapid financial swings.

1.1 The 1983 Auction Anomaly
At age 16, while still attending secondary school, Aziz infiltrated a high-stakes property auction on behalf of his father's
commodity business. To secure the winning bid on a flagship property opposite South Kensington tube station, Aziz
explicitly falsified his age to auctioneers, claiming to be 18 to circumvent legal barriers regarding underage binding
contracts. The successful transaction totaled £1.9 million.

1.2 The Deptford Shift & The 1990 Wipeout
In 1986, using a £50,000 family inheritance, Aziz initiated small-scale independent investing by purchasing two
commercial shops in Deptford, converting their upper floors to residential flats before flipping them for £100,000. While his
portfolio rapidly expanded to a valuation of £4 million, aggressive over-leveraging and poor speculative investments
completely wiped out his entire capital holdings by 1990. This left him bankrupt of independent assets and forced him into
employment under developer Elliott Bernerd at the brokerage firm Morgan Grenfell Laurie.

Date Event Allegation

1983 South Kensington Acquisition At age 16, allegedly falsified age to secure £1.9M property auction bid

1986 Deptford Entry Used £50,000 inheritance to purchase two commercial shops; converted upper
floors to residential

1990 Capital Wipeout Portfolio valued at £4M collapsed due to over-leveraging; forced into employment at
Morgan Grenfell Laurie
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SECTION 2: THE WEST AFRICAN TRANSITION

Following the domestic portfolio collapse, Aziz shifted operations to the Republic of Angola in 1993 under the pretext of
recovering uncollected multi-generational debts owed to his family's trading business. While the active Angolan civil war
blocked standard debt collections, it allowed Aziz to establish a monopoly food and consumer goods supply vehicle,
Golfrate Africa Limited.

2.1 Legal Proceedings

Court Isle of Man High Court, Chancery Division

Case Refs HC 07C02432, HC 07C02428

Claimants Golfrate Africa Limited (GAL), Golfrate Holdings (Angola) Limitada (GHLA), Ovlas

Allegations Breach of fiduciary duty, fraudulent conspiracy, misappropriation of £15M+ in assets linked to Aziz
Continuation Trust

Sanctions Golfrate Holdings (Angola) Lda listed as Specially Designated National (SDN) under US Treasury
frameworks

The eventual liquid exit from Africa in late 2005 provided the unencumbered capital baseline used to establish the current
London West End commercial real estate apparatus.
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SECTION 3: THE OFFSHORE ARCHITECTURE & ISLE OF MAN TRUST
NETWORKS

Asset tracing confirms Criterion Capital Limited acts primarily as the UK-registered management facade for a deeply
layered offshore structure domiciled in Douglas, Isle of Man. The flow of funds routes directly through single-purpose
vehicles (SPVs) designed to insulate the beneficial owners from direct corporate liability and tax tracking.

3.1 Trust & Corporate Structure

Layer Entity Jurisdiction Function

Root Trust Aziz Continuation Trust Isle of Man (Est. 1995) Underlying capital holding

Parent Co. Continuation Holdings Limited Isle of Man Offshore parent above UK
management

Property SPV 1 Hamna Wakaf Limited Isle of Man (OE014201 / Reg:
000552V)

Primary freehold acquisition

Property SPV 2 Manlon Properties Limited Isle of Man (OE010791 / Reg:
001074V)

Secondary commercial/residential
holding

REGISTERED ADDRESS (ALL OFFSHORE ENTITIES)

Third Floor, 10 Finch Road, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM1 2PT

3.2 Persons with Significant Control (PSC)

Name Role Associated Entities

Arshad Joosab PSC Hamna Wakaf Limited

Robin McCauley Director Greenage Ltd, Iki Holdings
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SECTION 4: THE "FAIT ACCOMPLI" LAND CONVERSION

The property strategy relies heavily on exploiting structural delays within local authority planning desks and enforcement
branches, specifically targeting historic assets for conversion into micro-residential and high-density hospitality units.

4.1 Operational Model
1. An IoM shell quietly purchases a landmark or public house freehold.

2. The occupying tenant or publican faces an immediate, unviable commercial rent hike (frequently exceeding 100%),
forcing an exit.

3. The structure's interior is systematically gutted or altered prior to securing planning permissions, altering its physical
layout.

4. Retrospective applications are presented to the state, arguing the asset is no longer commercially viable in its original
community capacity.

4.2 Documented Case Dockets

Asset Council Status Outcome

The China Hall, Rotherhithe Southwark Illegal gutting/splitting into
apartments

Planning Inspectorate upheld
enforcement notice (2022–2024);
ordered full pub restoration

The Crown, Morden Merton Vacant; visible urban decay
("planning blight")

Awaiting redevelopment

Prince Charles Cinema,
Soho

Westminster Aggressive rent increase +
six-month break clause

Ongoing commercial pressure
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SECTION 5: STRUCTURAL SAFETY & THE £3M MUNICIPAL INDEMNITY
DISPUTE

Criterion's asset management has drawn intense regulatory conflict from municipal councils regarding public
infrastructure safety and cost recovery defaults.

5.1 Britannia Point Incident
At the 19-storey Britannia Point residential complex in Colliers Wood (managed by Criterion Capital), a massive structural
failure occurred when a heavy window pane detached from the upper levels and smashed onto the public pavement
below. Subsequent safety investigations revealed that an additional 69 structural windows across the high-rise were
compromised and required urgent replacement.

Location Colliers Wood, Merton

Incident Structural window pane detached from upper floor; smashed onto public pavement

Follow-up 69 additional compromised windows identified requiring replacement

Council Intervention Emergency scaffolding erected under public safety powers

Cost to Council £3,000,000

Recovery Status Criterion Capital allegedly refusing reimbursement

5.2 Tenant Conditions (Post-Incident)
Internal council logs from the year following the window collapse document that residents inside Britannia Point were
subjected to severe utility failures, including completely broken elevators and being left entirely without running water for
an uninterrupted period of one month.
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SECTION 6: SECTION 21 EXCLUSIONS & CONTEMPORARY
OPERATIONS

The empire's operations have consolidated into two main brand architectures:

6.1 dstrkt (Residential Strategic Evictions)
Manages over 1,500 apartments created through Permitted Development Rights. In early 2026, the brand faced severe
political condemnation from the Mayor of London following revelations that Criterion Capital was executing "mass
evictions" of private tenants.

Investigation briefs show the firm targeted over 600 flats across London with Section 21 "no-fault" eviction notices. This
aggressive movement was launched to cleave out existing tenants and clear the properties before the statutory
enforcement of the UK Government's Renters' Rights Act, which outlaws no-fault evictions. Concurrently, public health
teams have logged widespread maintenance failures and vermin infestations across the Dstrkt residential portfolio.

6.2 Zedwell (Hospitality Capsule Network)
Spearheads a high-density, windowless capsule hotel network. By removing external window requirements, the company
maximizes room allocation per square meter, converting deep basements, subterranean parking lots (e.g., Tottenham
Court Road), and historic urban sites into high-yield tourist accommodations.

6.3 Corporate Dynastic Control Matrix

Position Name Function

1. Founder / CEO / UBO Asif Aziz Founder, Chief Executive Officer, and Ultimate Beneficial Owner

2. Deputy Managing Director Omar Aziz Manages commercial financing and acquisition

3. Head of Hotels Halima Aziz Directs the day-to-day deployment of Criterion Hospitality
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SECTION 7: FLUID TAX LIABILITIES — THE CANDY SHOP APPARATUS

To eliminate empty property business rates while awaiting major planning permissions for hotel conversions, the empire
routinely routes temporary property licenses through short-term candy and souvenir storefront networks. Landlords of
vacant commercial spaces face 100% tax rates after three months; short-term retail tenancies shift this financial liability
entirely away from Criterion.

7.1 Documented Locations

Address Issue Liability

146–148 Oxford Street "House of Secrets" / candy front ~£325,000 uncollected business rates

109–112 Princes Street, Edinburgh Former Debenhams; planned £25M Zedwell
conversion

Stock/asset seizures by Scottish
enforcement (June 2026)

7.2 Shell Operator Lifecycle

Phase Entity Status

Initial Urban Emporium Ltd Dissolved March 2026

Successor BWN Beverage Ltd (Co. No: 16131206) Active; controlled by revolving foreign proxy
directors

7.3 Princes Street Fire

Detail Information

Date 9 July 2026

Damage Complete destruction of roof and upper structures

Investigation Active forensic arson and structural integrity inquiry by Police Scotland and Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service
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SECTION 8: INTERLOCKING AFGHAN RETAIL NETWORKS &
INTERNATIONAL AID DRIFT

Intelligence mapping links the operational footprint of Criterion's commercial retail tenants directly back to complex
transnational funding networks rooted in the Middle East and South Asia.

8.1 Network Origin

Element Detail

Initial Node Trocadero Centre, London

Tenant LaModa UK Limited (incorporated 6 June 2006)

Founders Ghulam Sarwar Afzaly (aka Sarwar Nabizoda), Mohammed Jan Sakizadeh, Nasar Mirwais

Scale 100+ sweet/souvenir storefronts across UK high streets

8.2 Alleged Capital Sources
International development and security aid funneled through the Hamid Karzai administration was allegedly illicitly
extracted and routed to the UK via front companies, finding an asset-insulated safe haven within the West End retail real
estate grid.

8.3 Political Affiliations

Faction Link

Former Islamic Republic of Afghanistan Alliances with former Foreign Minister Abdullah Abdullah and diplomatic staff

National Resistance Front (NRF) Post-Kabul collapse funding shift to Ahmad Massoud-led resistance

8.4 Asset Diversification
Capital allegedly extracted pre-default and deployed into historic UK real estate adjacent to British Museum and
Canterbury Cathedral.
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SECTION 9: PARLIAMENTARY ACCESS, CIVIC CO-FUNDING &
COUNTER-TERRORISM DEVIATION

The political strategy relies heavily on funding targeted initiatives to navigate regulatory scrutiny across both major UK
parties.

9.1 Party Contributions

Recipient Amount Type

Labour Party £50,000 Direct cash injection

Conservative Party Undisclosed Direct funding

9.2 Donations-in-Kind (Staffing)

MP Support Provided

Naz Shah MP Funded researchers/office staff (Aziz Foundation)

Afzal Khan MP Funded researchers/office staff (Aziz Foundation)

Chi Onwurah MP Funded researchers/office staff (Aziz Foundation)

9.3 British Muslim Trust (BMT) Leverage
In July 2025, the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) officially appointed the British
Muslim Trust (anchored by the Aziz Foundation) as the recipient of the government's Combatting Hate Against Muslims
Fund. This position allows an organization funded by a real estate developer to help shape national datasets and
definitions of religious hatred presented to the Home Office.

9.4 The Prevent Disconnect
The Aziz Foundation has publicly declared that its values do not align with the state's statutory Prevent programme.
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SECTION 10: DOMESTIC CIVIL DISPUTES

The Nikah Decree Fortune Litigation
Ongoing domestic civil dispute. Further details remain within sealed family court proceedings.
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SECTION 11: ACTIVE CRIMINAL & PRIVATELY LED INVESTIGATIVE
DOSSIERS

Type Status

Criminal Investigations Active

Privately Led Investigative Dossiers Active
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SECTION 12: SUMMARY STRATEGIC CONCLUSION

The synthesized intelligence within this dossier exposes an operational blueprint that transcends standard commercial
real estate development. The JAOC Investigations Desk assesses that the target's activities represent a dual-track
strategy: the extraction and insulation of private capital via aggressive, debatable corporate loopholes, running parallel to
a highly coordinated, multi-tiered campaign of civic and institutional infiltration.

I. Legal but Debatable Entity Dissolution & Tax Flight
A core vulnerability identified across the target's commercial footprint is the systematic use of the "Shell Shop Collapse
Lifecycle" to insulate primary assets from domestic fiscal obligations.

The Dissolution Loophole: The routing of short-term property licenses through revolving retail shells (such as Urban
Emporium Ltd and BWN Beverage Ltd) allows the underlying freeholder (Criterion Capital/Isle of Man SPVs) to legally
shift non-domestic rate liabilities away from the parent portfolio. When municipal enforcement executes warrants, the
shell operators declare insolvency or trigger voluntary strike-offs, leaving local councils with hundreds of thousands in
uncollectable debts. While technically compliant with individual insolvency statutes, the repetitive nature of this cycle
represents a highly debatable distortion of corporate liability laws.

The Abu Dhabi Pivot: Following compounding pressure from municipal enforcement actions, private criminal
investigations led by former Scotland Yard counter-nodes, and tightening UK non-domiciled tax exemptions, the target
executed a definitive geopolitical safety maneuver. By formally migrating personal tax residency to Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates, the primary beneficiary has successfully detached his ultimate net worth from British regulatory reach,
ensuring that while his UK entities continue to extract value from domestic high streets, the core capital remains insulated
within a sovereign tax haven.

II. Multi-Tiered Institutional Infiltration
JAOC Investigations tracking confirms a deliberate, sustained placement of influence and personnel across all
foundational pillars of British state infrastructure:

The Civil Service & Key Business Sectors: Through the "Scholarships Plus" and Masters Fellowship programs, the
Aziz Foundation systematically finances and seeds hand-selected, ideologically aligned candidates into core entry- and
mid-level policy tracks within the UK Civil Service, mainstream media desks, tech sectors, and corporate legal entities.
This ensures a multi-generational bureaucratic presence capable of shaping internal institutional policy from within.

The Judiciary & Law Enforcement: By explicitly funding specialized postgraduate tracks in law, advocacy, and social
policy, the apparatus is actively building a pipeline of legal professionals and judicial candidates. Concurrently, strategic
engagement with public accountability frameworks and private policing consultancies allows the network to build leverage
around municipal law enforcement, creating insulation against localized planning and corporate fraud tracking.

Parliamentary Access: The embedding of funded researchers and secretariat staff directly within the private offices of
influential Members of Parliament (MPs) bypasses traditional lobbying transparency laws. This grants the apparatus
direct, unhindered input into legislative drafting and parliamentary select committee briefings.

III. The Strategic Grip: The British Muslim Trust & Civic Stealth
The most critical operational development occurred in July 2025, when the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) officially appointed the British Muslim Trust (BMT)—a joint entity anchored and funded directly by
the Aziz Foundation—as the sole recipient of the state's multi-million-pound Combatting Hate Against Muslims Fund.

This appointment represents an unprecedented capture of state authority by a privately funded real estate and ideological
foundation:
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1. Monopolization of State Datasets: The BMT is now structurally empowered to design, collect, and analyze the official
nationwide metrics for religious hate crimes presented to the Home Office. This allows a private developer-funded
apparatus to dictate the exact definitions and narrative criteria that govern national security allocations and policing
priorities.

2. Institutional Alteration via Stealth: Under the guise of "Muslim-friendly" audits and anti-bigotry initiatives, reports
funded by this network are actively forcing compliance demands onto major public institutions. Documented cases at
major UK universities demonstrate this leverage being used to demand structural segregation (such as
gender-segregated prayer spaces), institutional changes to standard catering setups, and the introduction of dry,
alcohol-free residential spaces.

3. The Counter-Terrorism Counter-Current: The structural capture becomes highly contradictory when analyzed
against national security. While the state relies on the BMT for data deployment, the underlying Aziz Foundation
maintains an explicit policy stance that actively opposes the state's statutory anti-radicalization Prevent strategy. This
allows the network to use state funds to undermine the state's own domestic security architecture from an official,
high-level platform.

IV. Final Assessment
Asif Aziz and the Criterion Capital network have transitioned from standard real estate speculators into the architects of a
highly sophisticated, closed-loop influence operation. By utilizing offshore Isle of Man trust networks to shield
multi-billion-pound property gains, utilizing disappearing retail shells to evade municipal tax burdens, and shifting personal
residency to the UAE, the capital base remains entirely untouchable.

Simultaneously, this insulated capital is weaponized domestically to fund a quiet, systemic capture of public policy,
parliamentary access, civil service cadres, and state data frameworks. The JAOC Investigations Desk concludes that
without immediate, transparent legislative intervention into offshore property ownership, retail tax loopholes, and private
foundation placement inside the Civil Service, this apparatus will complete its quiet capture of key British public
institutions.
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APPENDIX A: ENTITY REGISTRY

• Aziz Continuation Trust

• Continuation Holdings Limited

• Hamna Wakaf Limited

• Manlon Properties Limited

• Criterion Capital Limited

• Zedwell LSQ Ltd

• Golfrate Africa Limited

• Golfrate Holdings (Angola) Limitada

• Ovlas

• LaModa UK Limited

• Urban Emporium Ltd

• BWN Beverage Ltd

• Greenage Ltd

• Iki Holdings
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APPENDIX B: KEY LEGAL REFERENCES

• Isle of Man High Court Chancery Division: HC 07C02432, HC 07C02428

• Southwark Council Planning Enforcement (The China Hall)

• Merton Council Emergency Scaffolding Intervention (Britannia Point)

• Scottish Enforcement Warrants (Princes Street, June 2026)
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APPENDIX C: REGULATORY & ENFORCEMENT BODIES ENGAGED

• Planning Inspectorate (UK)

• Merton Council

• Southwark Council

• Westminster Council

• Police Scotland

• Scottish Fire and Rescue Service

• Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG)
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CONTACT
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VERIFICATION LOG
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